SPRINGBROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL
6th GRADE ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK

Dear Orchestra Students and Parents,

Welcome to Springbrook Middle School Orchestra!  Please review the contents of this handbook together.  After reviewing please sign and return the last page only to Miss Wittenkeller no later than FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017.  (This is your child’s first assignment in Orchestra class.)  I am confident we will have a wonderful year in orchestra.  Please check the enclosed calendar for all performance dates and mark them on your calendar now—that will help ensure everyone has a successful year!

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Miss Wittenkeller at 263-0543 ext. 2158 or email at lwittenkeller@adrian.k12.mi.us.

Please note: The easiest way to reach me is through email.  If you would like me to call you in the evening, please call and leave a message with your number and the best time to call.  I will return your call as soon as possible.
Musically Yours,

Lorri Wittenkeller

Adrian Public School

Orchestra 6th grade
6th Grade Orchestra Handbook

CURRICULUM GOALS

The 6th grade orchestra will provide students with instruction on the violin, viola, cello and bass.  Students will learn beginning and intermediate playing skills and techniques, as well as being exposed to diverse genres of music.  Students will perform music in unison, learn/review how to read music and play beginning harmony with melody.
Students will:

1. Learn playing techniques, tone, positions and posture on their instrument.
2. Read basic musical notation and understand how it transfers to the performance of the instrument
3. Play both by rote and from written music, a variety music literature from diverse genres and cultures.
4. Explore music composition.
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
1. Respect and support your teacher and fellow classmates, as well as yourself…examples of disrespect are inappropriate talking, playing, comments, actions, etc.
2. Be prepared.  Always bring these items to orchestra class—instrument, music, binder, rosin, cleaning cloth, shoulder rest or sponge/rockstop or strap and any assigned written work. FINGERNAILS MUST BE SHORT.
3. Do your best at all times.
DAILY PROCEDURES

1. Use the restroom and get water BEFORE you come to class.

2. The day’s “menu” will be on the board.  Get everything that you will need ready quickly and wait for the tuning signal.
3. If your instrument goes out of tune drastically during playing, wait patiently until there is a break to tell me about it.
4. Talking/playing out of turn is NOT acceptable.  The more we play the more fun we have.

5. Pack up ONLY after the signal to do so has been given.

6. Loosen bows, wipe off instrument, take off shoulder rests/sponges, put in endpins when you pack up and sit quietly for dismissal.
GRADING FOR ORCHESTRA CLASS
Your grade for this class will be based on three areas:  daily class performance, playing and written assessments, and performance participation.  

1. Daily performance (30%)
3 Points = Student meets or exceeds all the active learning criteria (comes 
to class on time, is completely prepared, does not disrupt the learning, is 

actively participating at all times, takes care of all material when class is finished,

fingernails are short.)
2 Points = Student meets most, but not all the active learning criteria 
1 Points = Student demonstrates difficulty in meeting the active learning criteria

0 Points = Student does not meet any of the active learning criteria/forgets instrument and cannot participate
If a student is absent from class, the daily points can be made up:
Students will be allowed to make up daily points with an assignment sheet filled out by the student and signed by the parent/guardian stating that the assignment for the absence was completed.  Please see Miss Wittenkeller for a copy of the assignment sheet.  In order to receive your points, the sheet must be completed ONE CALENDAR WEEK from the day the student was absent.
2. Playing assessments, Written work, Home work (50%)
We will have mastery checks.  Some will be playing, some will be written.  Some will be “formal” (announced ahead of time), some will be “informal” (on-the-spot).  ALL will be based on what we are currently learning in class.  Each mastery check will be graded by a rubric.  When possible, the rubric will be given to students ahead of time so they know what to prepare.  Students will have the opportunity to re-do FORMAL PLAYING mastery check.
DAILY PLAYING
Playing the instrument outside of class time at home is part of the student’s grade.  When they don’t do this, I will know because their playing in class will not be confident.  This will affect their grade and the music we can play together.  They are EXPECTED to play their instruments outside of class time at home.  
3.  Performance participation (20%)
Part of the student’s grade in orchestra is participating in the concerts we have during the year.  If we are asked to perform more, I will give you those dates as soon as I know them.  For each required performance, I will record the student’s attendance (for the ENTIRE performance) and the manner in which they conduct themselves as performers AND audience members.

ABSENCES FROM PERFORMANCES:  One of the reasons for learning to play an instrument is to share talents and ideas with others.  I do understand that conflicts MAY arise.  If so, IT IS THE PARENT/GUARDIAN’S RESPONSIBILITY TO NOTIFY ME IN WRITING AT LEAST TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE.  This includes sporting events, plays, musical, church functions, family trips, etc.  Emergencies (such as illness, death) are a different situation and will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.  Students not attending required performance will not be eligible for orchestra field trips unless the requirements for excused absences have been followed.
Points CAN be made up for EXCUSED ABSENCES.  If the student is excused absent from a concert, they will need to see Miss Wittenkeller for the make up assignment which may include performing all concert music for a grade, writing a paper about a music topic, viewing a previous concert and writing about the performance or attending another live performance and writing a paper about it.

Unexcused absences CANNOT be made up.  (Not having a ride, choosing not to come, forgetting and “having” to babysit are examples of unexcused absences.)
TENTATIVE PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE FOR 5TH GRADE ORCHESTRA MEMBERS
Saturday, 11/4/17
    Orchestra Lock-in

9am-1pm
AHS Performing Arts Center
Thursday, 2/8/18
    Orchestra Mid-winter concert    7:00pm 
AHS Performing Arts Center
Tuesday, 5/15/18
    All-City Orchestra Concert
7:00pm

AHS Gymnasium
All of the above performances are required attendance for 6th grade Orchestra members.  I know there might be other performance opportunities.  As soon as I know more details, I will get them to you.  
CONCERT UNIFORM--All of our concerts required the concert uniform.  This consists of the black orchestra t-shirt (order form is included), casual/school appropriate on bottom, NO FLIP-FLOPS.
MISCELLANEOUS

EXTRA CREDIT:  Students have the opportunity to earn extra credit in the following ways:

1. Private lessons on your Orchestra instruments

2. Attend a concert performed by another musical group.

3. Perform in another musical group on your Orchestra instrument.

4. Receive music tutoring on your Orchestra instrument by a HS student.

5. Please ask Miss Wittenkeller for further information and other ideas.

MUSIC REPLACEMENT:  Students are responsible for the music given to them. If you loose your Essential Elements book, the replacement cost is $8.00; if you loose the sheet music in your music binder, the replacement cost is $.25 PER SHEET; if you loose your music binder, the replacement cost is $1.00.

REPLACING BROKEN STRINGS:  If you are renting an instrument from Shar Music, replacement strings are included in your rental cost.  IF you are using a school-owned or your own instrument, you must pay for the strings that need replacing, either from breaking or wearing out.

SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS:  If you are using an instrument owned by Adrian Public Schools, a contract must be signed by your parent/guardian, Miss Wittenkeller and you, and returned to Miss Wittenkeller before you may play on the instrument or take it from school.  For violins/violas, this will include the instrument, a bow, the case, a shoulder rest or sponge, rosin, and cleaning cloth.  For cellos/basses, this will include the instrument, a bow, the case, a rockstop or strap, rosin and cleaning cloth.  (If you need a cello or bass at home as well, you will need to purchase the rosin.)
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, please contact Miss Wittenkeller at 517-263-0543, Ext 2158, OR lwittenkeller@adrian.k12.mi.us
2017-2018 6TH GRADE ORCHESTRA CONTRACT
PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  Please read and sign this sheet below after reading the attached document.  This sheet is due to Miss Wittenkeller by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017, as your child’s first assignment in orchestra.

I, _____________________, have read the orchestra handbook

    (Student’s Name)

with my parents/guardians.  We understand the expectations and requirements for orchestra class and will follow them.  We have made note of the required performances and will be there for the performances unless the excused absence procedures are properly followed.  We understand that if the above named child must miss a performance and the absence procedures are not followed, they will lose all credit for the event and will not be eligible for any orchestra field trips.

Performance conflicts known at this time: __________________

____________________________________________________

Student signature ______________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature _______________________________
